The Cloudy Mirror Tension
And Conflict In The Writings
Of Sima Qian
The Cloudy Mirror-Stephen W. Durrant 1995-01-01 Sima Qian's
writings have influenced the Chinese for over 2,000 years and
still serve as a fiscal source of historical information about China.
The Vulnerability of Integrity in Early Confucian Thought-Michael
Ing 2017-08-03 The Vulnerability of Integrity in Early Confucian
Thought is about the necessity, and even value, of vulnerability in
human experience. In this book, Michael Ing brings early Chinese
texts into dialogue with questions about the ways in which
meaningful things are vulnerable to powers beyondour control;
and more specifically, how relationships with meaningful others
might compel tragic actions. Vulnerability is often understood as
an undesirable state; and as such, invulnerability is preferred
over vulnerability. While recognizing the need for adopting
strategies of reducing vulnerability in various situations, The
Vulnerability of Integrity demonstrates that vulnerability is far
moreenduring in human experience, and that it enables values
such as morality, trust, and maturity. Vulnerability also highlights
the need for care (care for oneself and for others). The possibility
of tragic loss stresses the difficulty of offering and receiving care;
and thereby fosters compassion forothers as we strive to care for
each other. This book is structured to explore the plurality of
Confucian thought as it relates to the vulnerability of integrity.
The first two chapters describe traditional and contemporary
views that argue for the invulnerability of integrity in early
Confucian thought. The remaining five chaptersinvestigate
alternative views. In particular these later chapters give attention
to neglected voices in the tradition, which argue that our concern
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for others can, and even should, lead to us compromise our
integrity. In these cases we are compelled to do something
transgressive for the sake ofothers; and in these situations our
integrity is jeopardized in the transgressive act.
The Grand Scribe's Records-Ssu-Ma Ch'Ien 2006 With Part I of
the two-part fifth volume of Ssu-ma Ch'ien's Shi chi (The Grand
Scribe's Records), we enter the world of the shih chia or
"hereditary houses." These ten chapters trace the history of
China's first states, from their establishment in the 11th century
B.C. until their incorporation in the first empire under the Ch'in in
221 B.C. Combining myth, anecdote, chronicle, and biography
based on early written and oral sources, many no longer extant,
the narratives make for compelling reading, as dramatic and
readable as any in this grand history.
Between Command and Market-Elisa Levi Sabattini 2021-12-20 A
deeply researched and thought-provoking set of essays on a
sorely-neglected topic in Chinese economic, intellectual, and
political history.
A Concise History of History-Daniel Woolf 2019-01-31 An incisive
account of the entire history of historical writing worldwide by
one of the leading intellects in the field.
An Introduction to Literary Chinese-Michael A. Fuller 2020-03-23
This textbook for beginning students contains 35 lessons of
increasingly difficulty designed to introduce students to the basic
patterns of Classical Chinese and to give them practice in reading
a variety of texts. The lessons are structured to encourage
students to move beyond reliance on the glossaries provided in
the text and to become increasingly familiar with dictionaries and
other reference works. The Introduction to the book summarizes
the grammar of Literary Chinese. Part I presents eight lessons on
parts of speech, verbs, negatives, and the basic sentence
structures. Each lesson contains a grammatical overview, a short
text with glossary and notes, and practice exercises. Part II
consists of sixteen intermediate-level lessons based on
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increasingly long and complex texts. The advanced-level, Part III,
focuses on selections from five important early Chinese authors.
Part IV has six lessons based on Tang and Song dynasty prose and
poetry. Appendixes provide further discussions of grammatical
issues, chronologies and maps, and a glossary of function words.
Historical Truth, Historical Criticism, and Ideology-Helwig
Schmidt-Glintzer 2004-12-01 The first comprehensive work on the
political and cognitive dimensions of Chinese historical
consciousness set against its Western counterpart.
The Grand Scribe's Records, Volume XI-Ssu-ma Ch'ien
2019-07-31 The Grand Scribe’s Records, Volume XI presents the
final nine memoirs of Ssu-ma Ch’ien’s history, continuing the
series of collective biographies with seven more prosopographies
on the ruthless officials, the wandering gallants, the artful
favorites, those who discern auspicious days, turtle and stalk
diviners, and those whose goods increase, punctuated by the final
account of Emperor Wu’s wars against neighboring peoples and
concluded with Ssu-ma Ch’ien’s postface containing a history of
his family and himself.
The Establishment of the Han Empire and Imperial China-Grant
Hardy 2005 Examines the Han empire from political,
geographical, material, and cultural perspectives.
The Rivers of Paradise-David Noel Freedman 2001 A fascinating
look at the founders of the world's main religions. The major
religious traditions of the world owe their existence to the vision
of an ancient founder. This important volume explores the lives of
the five founders of major world religions-Moses, Buddha,
Confucius, Jesus, and Muhammad-chronicling what is actually
known of these charismatic men and introducing readers to the
cultural and religious worlds that heard their messages. Readers
in predominantly Christian lands, in addition to learning about
the lives of Confucius, Buddha, and Muhammad- whom they
might not be familiar with- will also be introduced to modern
research now casting fresh light on the careers of Moses and
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Jesus. Whether studied individually or in comparison with one
another, these biographies, together with a chapter on the
characteristics of religious leadership, chart the spiritual rivers
that continue to feed the diversity of religious expression today.
The Culture of Sex in Ancient China-Paul R. Goldin 2001-10-31
The subject of sex was central to early Chinese thought.
Discussed openly and seriously as a fundamental topic of human
speculation, it was an important source of imagery and
terminology that informed the classical Chinese conception of
social and political relationships. This sophisticated and longstanding tradition, however, has been all but neglected by
modern historians. In The Culture of Sex in Ancient China, Paul
Rakita Goldin addresses central issues in the history of Chinese
attitudes toward sex and gender from 500 B.C. to A.D. 400. A
survey of major pre-imperial sources, including some of the most
revered and influential texts in the Chinese tradition, reveals the
use of the image of copulation as a metaphor for various human
relations, such as those between a worshiper and his or her deity
or a ruler and his subjects. In his examination of early Confucian
views of women, Goldin notes that, while contradictions and
ambiguities existed in the articulation of these views, women
were nevertheless regarded as full participants in the Confucian
project of self-transformation. He goes on to show how
assumptions concerning the relationship of sexual behavior to
political activity (assumptions reinforced by the habitual use of
various literary tropes discussed earlier in the book) led to
increasing attempts to regulate sexual behavior throughout the
Han dynasty. Following the fall of the Han, this ideology was
rejected by the aristocracy, who continually resisted claims of
sovereignty made by impotent emperors in a succession of shortlived dynasties. Erudite and immensely entertaining, this study of
intellectual conceptions of sex and sexuality in China will be
welcomed by students and scholars of early China and by those
with an interest in the comparative development of ancient
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cultures.
Early Chinese Religion, Part One: Shang through Han (1250
BC-220 AD) (2 vols)-John Lagerwey 2008-12-24 Together, and for
the first time in any language, the 24 essays gathered in these
volumes provide a composite picture of the history of religion in
ancient China from the emergence of writing ca. 1250 BC to the
collapse of the first major imperial dynasty in 220 AD. It is a
multi-faceted tale of changing gods and rituals that includes the
emergence of a form of “secular humanism” that doubts the
existence of the gods and the efficacy of ritual and of an imperial
orthodoxy that founds its legitimacy on a distinction between licit
and illicit sacrifices. Written by specialists in a variety of
disciplines, the essays cover such subjects as divination and
cosmology, exorcism and medicine, ethics and self-cultivation,
mythology, taboos, sacrifice, shamanism, burial practices,
iconography, and political philosophy. Produced under the aegis
of the Centre de recherche sur les civilisations chinoise, japonaise
et tibétaine (UMR 8155) and the École Pratique des Hautes
Études (Paris).
Shaman and the Heresiarch, The-Gopal Sukhu 2012-08-08 The
first book-length study in English of the Chinese classic, the Li
sao (Encountering Sorrow). Includes translations of the Li sao and
the Nine Songs. The Li sao (also known as Encountering Sorrow),
attributed to the poet-statesman Qu Yuan (4th–3rd century BCE),
is one of the cornerstones of the Chinese poetic tradition. It has
long been studied as China’s first extended allegory in poetic
form, yet most scholars agree that there is very little in the twothousand-year-old tradition of commentary on it that convincingly
explains its supernatural flights, its complex floral imagery, or the
gender ambiguity of its primary poetic persona. The Shaman and
the Heresiarch is the first book-length study of the Li sao in
English, offering new translations of both the Li saoand the Nine
Songs. The book traces the shortcomings of the earliest extant
commentary on those texts, that of Wang Yi, back to the quasithe-cloudy-mirror-tension-and-conflict-in-the-writings-of-sima-qian

5/22

The Cloudy Mirror
Tension And Conflict In
The Writings Of Sima
Qian

divinatory methods of the highly politicized tradition of Chinese
classical hermeneutics in general, and the political machinations
of a Han dynasty empress dowager in particular. It also offers an
entirely new interpretation of the Li sao, one based not on Qu
Yuan hagiography but on what late Warring States period
artifacts and texts, including recently unearthed texts, teach us
about the cultural context that produced the poem. In that light
we see in the Li sao not only a reflection of the era of the great
classical Chinese philosophers, but also the breakdown of the
political-religious order of the ancient state of Chu.
Ideology of Power and Power of Ideology in Early China2015-07-31 Ideology of Power and Power of Ideology in Early
China explores Chinese political thought during the centuries
surrounding the formation of the empire in 221 BCE, examining
devices of legitimation, views of rulers and ministers, economic
thought, and administrative practices.
Leadership Strategies, Economic Activity, and Interregional
Interaction-Gideon Shelach 2006-04-11 An attempt to render
Chinese archaeology more accessible to Western readers through
a detailed case study of approximately 16,000 years of cultural
development in northeastern China. The author addresses
prehistoric sociopolitical processes in the Dongbei region through
an analysis of both his and other researchers' field data and
demonstrates the potential contribution of conducting
archaeological research into anthropology-related issues in China.
Savage Exchange-Tamara T. Chin 2020-10-26 Savage Exchange
explores the politics of representation during the Han dynasty
(206 BCE–220 CE) at a pivotal moment when China was asserting
imperialist power on the Eurasian continent and expanding its
local and long-distance (“Silk Road”) markets. Tamara T. Chin
explains why rival political groups introduced new literary forms
with which to represent these expanded markets. To promote a
radically quantitative approach to the market, some thinkers
developed innovative forms of fiction and genre. In opposition,
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traditionalists reasserted the authority of classical texts and
advocated a return to the historical, ethics-centered, marriagebased, agricultural economy that these texts described. The
discussion of frontiers and markets thus became part of a larger
debate over the relationship between the world and the written
word. These Han debates helped to shape the ways in which we
now define and appreciate early Chinese literature and produced
the foundational texts of Chinese economic thought. Each chapter
in the book examines a key genre or symbolic practice
(philosophy, fu-rhapsody, historiography, money, kinship) through
which different groups sought to reshape the political economy.
By juxtaposing well-known texts with recently excavated literary
and visual materials, Chin elaborates a new literary and cultural
approach to Chinese economic thought. Co-Winner, 2016 Harry
Levin Prize, American Comparative Literature Association;
Honorable Mention, 2016 Joseph Levenson Book Prize, Pre-1900
Category, China and Inner Asia Council of the Association for
Asian Studies
The Huainanzi and Liu An's Claim to Moral Authority-Griet
Vankeerberghen 2001-01-01 The book goes on to explore the
relationship of moral, intellectual, and political authority in the
first century of the Han dynasty, a period when the regime sought
to monopolize all moral and intellectual authority."--BOOK
JACKET.
After Confucius-Paul R. Goldin 2017-04-01 After Confucius is a
collection of eight studies of Chinese philosophy from the time of
Confucius to the formation of the empire in the second and third
centuries B.C.E. As detailed in a masterful introduction, each
essay serves as a concrete example of “thick description”—an
approach invented by philosopher Gilbert Ryle—which aims to
reveal the logic that informs an observable exchange among
members of a community or society. To grasp the significance of
such exchanges, it is necessary to investigate the networks of
meaning on which they rely. Paul R. Goldin argues that the
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character of ancient Chinese philosophy can be appreciated only
if we recognize the cultural codes underlying the circulation of
ideas in that world. Thick description is the best preliminary
method to determine how Chinese thinkers conceived of their
own enterprise. Who were the ancient Chinese philosophers?
What was their intended audience? What were they arguing
about? How did they respond to earlier thinkers, and to each
other? Why did those in power wish to hear from them, and what
did they claim to offer in return for patronage? Goldin addresses
these questions as he looks at several topics, including rhetorical
conventions of Chinese philosophical literature; the value of
recently excavated manuscripts for the interpretation of the more
familiar, received literature; and the duty of translators to convey
the world of concerns of the original texts. Each of the cases
investigated in this wide-ranging volume exemplifies the central
conviction behind Goldin’s plea for thick description: We do not
do justice to classical Chinese philosophy unless we engage
squarely the complex and ancient culture that engendered it. An
electronic version of this book is freely available thanks to the
support of libraries working with Knowledge Unlatched, a
collaborative initiative designed to make high-quality books open
access for the public good. The open-access version of this book is
licensed under Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercialNoDerivatives 4.0 International (CC BY-NC-ND 4.0), which means
that the work may be freely downloaded and shared for noncommercial purposes, provided credit is given to the author.
Derivative works and commercial uses require permission from
the publisher.
Entombed Epigraphy and Commemorative Culture in Early
Medieval China-Timothy M. Davis 2015-11-16 In Entombed
Epigraphy and Commemorative Culture Timothy M. Davis
explains the social, cultural, and religious significance of early
medieval muzhiming —one of the most versatile and persistent
commemorative forms employed in the elite burials of pre-modern
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China.
The Empire of the Text-Christopher Leigh Connery 1998 This
unique study argues that in the Qin-Han period, there arose in
China a regime of textual authority_one that overlapped but did
not coincide with imperial authority. Drawing on a wide range of
research and theory, Connery makes an original contribution to
the analysis of early imperial elite culture, particularly in the
fields of literature and linguistics, intellectual, and institutional
history. The author provides new contexts for thinking about
canonization and textual transmission systems, an innovative
framework for analysis and discussion of the early imperial elite,
a socio-ideological exploration of one strand of late Han
'Confucian' thought, and a critique of the concepts of subjectivity
and the 'birth of lyricism' in China.
Having a Word with Angus Graham- Carine Defoort 2018-02-08
Critical reflections on the work of Angus Charles Graham,
renowned Western scholar of Chinese philosophy and sinology.
This volume engages with the works and ideas of Angus Charles
Graham (1919–1991), one of the most prominent Western
scholars of Chinese philosophy, at the twenty-fifth anniversary of
his passing. Over a professional career of more than thirty years,
Angus Graham produced an impressive amount of scholarship on
a wide array of topics, ranging from Chinese grammar and
philology to poetry and philosophy. His combination of rigorous
scholarship and philosophical originality has continued to inspire
scholars to tackle related research topics, and in so doing, has
required of them a response to his views. This book illustrates the
range of scholarship still elaborating upon, disagreeing with, and
reacting to Graham’s work on Chinese thought, philosophy,
philology, and translation. “Graham’s prolific writings have
shaped the field of Chinese philosophy for the last four decades.
Taking stock of how much contemporary discourse on Chinese
philosophy has been influenced by Graham’s works and how far it
has come from Graham’s days, while suggesting possible future
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trajectories, is timely. In addition, some of the contributors’
accounts of their personal encounters with Graham give readers a
rather intimate and fascinating portrayal of the man behind the
ideas.” — Tao Jiang, coeditor of The Reception and Rendition of
Freud in China: China’s Freudian Slip
Translating China for Western Readers-Ming Dong Gu 2014-11-07
Explores the challenges of translating Chinese works for Western
readers, particularly premodern texts. This book explores the
challenges of translating Chinese works, particularly premodern
ones, for a contemporary Western readership. Reacting against
the “cultural turn” in translation studies, contributors return to
the origin of translation studies: translation practice. By returning
to the time-honored basics of linguistics and hermeneutics, the
book inquires into translation practice from the perspective of
reading and reading theory. Essays in the first section of the work
discuss the nature, function, rationale, criteria, and historical and
conceptual values of translation. The second section focuses on
the art and craft of translation, offering practical techniques and
tips. Finally, the third section conducts critical assessments of
translation policy and practice as well as formal and aesthetic
issues. Throughout, contributors explore how a translation from
the Chinese can read like a text in the Western reader’s own
language. Ming Dong Gu is Professor of Chinese and Comparative
Literature at the University of Texas at Dallas. He is the author of
Chinese Theories of Fiction: A Non-Western Narrative System,
also published by SUNY Press. Rainer Schulte is Professor of
Comparative Literature and Director of the Center for Translation
Studies at the University of Texas at Dallas. He is the author of
Geography of Translation and Interpretation: Traveling Between
Languages.
Heaven Is Empty- Filippo Marsili 2018-11-01 Offers a new
perspective on the relationship between religion and the creation
of the first Chinese empires. Heaven Is Empty offers a new
comparative perspective on the role of the sacred in the formation
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of China’s early empires (221 BCE–9 CE) and shows how the
unification of the Central States was possible without a unitary
and universalistic conception of religion. The cohesive function of
the ancient Mediterranean cult of the divinized ruler was crucial
for the legitimization of Rome’s empire across geographical and
social boundaries. Eventually reelaborated in Christian terms, it
came to embody the timelessness and universality of Western
conceptions of legitimate authority, while representing an
analytical template for studying other ancient empires. Filippo
Marsili challenges such approaches in his examination of the
reign of Emperor Wu of the Han (141–87 BCE). Wu purposely
drew from regional traditions and tried to gain the support of
local communities through his patronage of local cults. He was
interested in rituals that envisioned the monarch as a military
leader, who directly controlled the land and its resources, as a
means for legitimizing radical administrative and economic
centralization. In reconstructing this imperial model, Marsilire
interprets fragmentary official accounts in light of material
evidence and noncanonical and recently excavated texts. In
bringing to life the courts, battlefields, markets, shrines, and
pleasure quarters of early imperial China, Heaven Is Empty
provides a postmodern and postcolonial reassessment of
“religion” before the arrival of Buddhism and challenges the
application of Greco-Roman and Abrahamic systemic, identitary,
and exclusionary notions of the “sacred” to the analysis of preChristian and non-Western realities. “Heaven Is Empty is a tour
de force. It reveals Marsili’s bold vision of early Chinese religion
and his deft use of critical theory. The book will inspire scholars
of early China for generations to come.” — Miranda Brown,
author of The Politics of Mourning in Early China and The Art of
Medicine in Early China: The Ancient and Medieval Origins of a
Modern Archive
Honour, Violence and Emotions in History-Carolyn Strange
2014-04-10 Honour, Violence and Emotions in History is the first
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book to draw on emerging cross-disciplinary scholarship on the
study of emotions to analyse the history of honour and violence
across a broad range of cultures and regions. Written by leading
cultural and social historians from around the world, the book
considers how emotions - particularly shame, anger, disgust,
jealousy, despair and fear - have been provoked and expressed
through culturally-embedded and historically specific
understandings of honour. The collection explores a range of
contexts, from 17th-century China to 18th-century South Africa
and 20th-century Europe, offering a broad and wide-ranging
analysis of the interrelationships between honour, violence and
emotions in history. This ground-breaking book will be of interest
to all researchers studying the relationship between violence and
the emotions.
Transmitters and Creators-John Makeham 2003 Table of contents
Authorship and Text-making in Early China-Hanmo Zhang
2018-10-08 This book is a timely response to a rather urgent call
to seek an updated methodology in rereading and reappraising
early Chinese texts in light of newly discovered early writings.
For a long time, the concept of authorship in the formation and
transmission of early Chinese texts has been misunderstood. The
nominal author who should mainly function as a guide to text
formation and interpretation is considered retrospectively as the
originator and writer of the text. This book illustrates that
although some notions about the text as the author’s property
began to appear in some Eastern Han texts, a strict correlation
between the author and the text results from later conceptions of
literary history. Before the modern era, there existed a
conceptual gap between an author and a writer. A pre-modern
Chinese text could have had both an author and a writer, or even
multiple authors and multiple writers. This work is the first study
addressing these issues by more systematically emphasizing the
connection of the text, the author, and the religious and
sociopolitical settings in which these issues were embedded. It is
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expected to constitute a palpable contribution to Chinese studies
and the discipline of philology in general
The Oxford History of Historical Writing-Andrew Feldherr
2011-02-17 The Oxford History of Historical Writing is a fivevolume series that explores representations of the past from the
beginnings of writing to the present day and from all over the
world. Volume I offers essays by leading scholars on the
development and history of the major traditions of historical
writing, including the ancient Near East, Classical Greece and
Rome, and East and South Asia from their origins until c. AD 600.
It provides both an authoritative survey of the field and an
unrivalled opportunity to make cross-cultural comparisons.
On Sacred Grounds-Thomas A. Wilson 2020-03-23 "The sacred
landscape of imperial China was dotted with Buddhist
monasteries, Daoist temples, shrines to local deities, and the
altars of the mandarinate. Prominent among the official shrines
were the temples in every capital throughout the empire devoted
to the veneration of Confucius. Twice a year members of the
educated elite and officials in each area gathered to offer
sacrifices to Confucius, his disciples, and the major scholars of
the Confucian tradition. The worship of Confucius is one of the
least understood aspects of Confucianism, even though the
temple and the cult were highly visible signs of Confucianism’s
existence in imperial China. To many modern observers of
traditional China, the temple cult is difficult to reconcile with the
image of Confucianism as an ethical, humanistic, rational
philosophy. The nine essays in this book are an attempt to recover
the meaning and significance of the religious side of
Confucianism. Among other subjects, the authors analyze the
social, cultural, and political meaning attached to the cult; its
history; the legends, images, and rituals associated with the
worship of Confucius; the power of the descendants of Confucius,
the main temple in the birthplace of Confucius; and the
contemporary fate of temples to Confucius."
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The Spring and Autumn Annals of Master Yan-Olivia Milburn
2015-12-21 The Spring and Autumn Annals of Master Yan is one
of the most important works concerning statecraft to survive from
ancient China, here made accessible to English-language readers
for the first time.
Worlds of Bronze and Bamboo-Grant Hardy 1999-07-06 Sima Qian
(c. 100 B.C.E.) was China's first historian—he was known as
Grand Astrologer at the court of Emperor Wu during the Han
dynasty—and, along with Confucius and the First Emperor of Qin,
was one of the creators of imperial China. His Shiji (published for
Columbia in a translation by Burton Watson as Records of the
Grand Historian) not only became the model for the twenty-six
Standard Histories that the historians of each Chinese dynasty
wrote to legitimize the dynastic succession, but also has been an
enormously influential resource to historians, literary scholars,
philosophers, and many others seeking an understanding of early
Chinese history. In Worlds of Bronze and Bamboo, Grant Hardy
presents convincing evidence that the Shiji is quite unlike such
Western counterparts as the histories of Herodotus and
Thucydides, for, Hardy argues, Sima Qian's work seeks not only
to represent but to influence the world in a manner based on
Confucian concepts of sageliness and "the rectification of names."
Although many scholars have sought close parallels between
Sima Qian and the Greek historians—either criticizing Sima's
work, as if Western models of historical interpretation could serve
as a template by which to read it, or overemphasizing his
"objectivity" to more closely align his text with these
"respectable" Greek models—Hardy boldly contends that the
Chinese historian never intended to produce a consistent, closed
interpretation of the past. Instead, Hardy argues, the Shiji is a
microcosm in which Sima Qian sought to represent the openendedness and multivalence of the world around him, revealing
and reinforcing the natural order. In mapping out this model of
the world, Sima embodies the historian as sage rather than
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chronicler. Transcending mere accuracy in recording events, such
a historian seeks not to present an opinion about what happened
in the past, buttressed with rational arguments and pertinent
evidence, but to penetrate the outer details of an incident and
discover the moral truths it embodies. Thus intuiting the moral
significance of events, the sage-historian delineates the Way and
offers his readers a chance to become more in tune with the
natural order. Illustrating his provocative theses about the Shiji
by analyzing Sima Qian's handling of specific historical
personages and episodes such as the First Emperor of the Qin,
the hereditary house of Confucius, and the conflicts that ended
with the founding of the Han dynasty, Hardy both extends and
challenges existing interpretations of this crucial yet
understudied text and sheds light on its puzzles and incongruities.
The Early Chinese Empires-Mark Edward Lewis 2010-10-30 In
221 bc the First Emperor of Qin unified the lands that would
become the heart of a Chinese empire. Though forged by
conquest, this vast domain depended for its political survival on a
fundamental reshaping of Chinese culture. With this informative
book, we are present at the creation of an ancient imperial order
whose major features would endure for two millennia. The Qin
and Han constitute the "classical period" of Chinese history--a
role played by the Greeks and Romans in the West. Mark Edward
Lewis highlights the key challenges faced by the court officials
and scholars who set about governing an empire of such scale
and diversity of peoples. He traces the drastic measures taken to
transcend, without eliminating, these regional differences: the
invention of the emperor as the divine embodiment of the state;
the establishment of a common script for communication and a
state-sponsored canon for the propagation of Confucian ideals;
the flourishing of the great families, whose domination of local
society rested on wealth, landholding, and elaborate kinship
structures; the demilitarization of the interior; and the impact of
non-Chinese warrior-nomads in setting the boundaries of an
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emerging Chinese identity. The first of a six-volume series on the
history of imperial China, The Early Chinese Empires illuminates
many formative events in China's long history of imperialism-events whose residual influence can still be discerned today.
Modern Chinese Literature, Lin Shu and the Reformist
Movement-César Guarde-Paz 2017-06-14 This Pivot reconsiders
the controversial literary figure of Lin Shu and the debate
surrounding his place in the history of Modern Chinese
Literature. Although recent Chinese mainland research has
recognized some of the innovations introduced by Lin Shu, he has
often been labeled a 'rightist reformer' in contrast to 'leftist
reformers' such as Chen Duxiu and the new wave scholars of the
May Fourth Movement. This book provides a well-documented
account of his place in the different polemics between these two
circles ('conservatives' and 'reformers') and provides a more
nuanced account of the different literary movements of the time.
Notably, it argues that these differences were neither in content
nor in politics, but in the methodological approach of both
parties. Examining Lin Shu and the 'conservatives' advocated
coexistence of both traditional and modern thought, the book
provides background to the major changes occurring in the
intellectual landscape of Modern China.
Berkshire Dictionary of Chinese Biography-Kerry Brown
2017-12-27 The Berkshire Dictionary of Chinese Biography, the
first publication of its kind since 1898, is the work of more than
one hundred internationally recognized experts from nearly a
dozen countries. It has been designed to satisfy the growing thirst
of students, researchers, professionals, and general readers for
knowledge about China. It makes the entire span of Chinese
history manageable by introducing the reader to emperors,
politicians, poets, writers, artists, scientists, explorers, and
philosophers who have shaped and transformed China over the
course of five thousand years. In 135 entries, ranging from 1,000
to 8,000 words and written by some of the world's leading China
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scholars, the Berkshire Dictionary of Chinese Biography takes the
reader from the important (even if possibly mythological) figures
of ancient China to Communist leaders Mao Zedong and Deng
Xiaoping. The in-depth essays provide rich historical context, and
create a compelling narrative that weaves abstract concepts and
disparate events into a coherent story. Cross-references between
the articles show the connections between times, places,
movements, events, and individuals.
Confucius Beyond the Analects-Michael Hunter 2017-01-23 In
Confucius Beyond the Analects, Michael Hunter challenges the
standard view of the Analects as the earliest and most
authoritative source of the teachings
A Global History of Modern Historiography-Georg G Iggers
2013-09-13 So far histories of historiography have concentrated
almost exclusively on the West. This is the first book to offer a
history of modern historiography from a global perspective.
Tracing the transformation of historical writings over the past two
and half centuries, the book portrays the transformation of
historical writings under the effect of professionalization, which
served as a model not only for Western but also for much of nonWestern historical studies. At the same time it critically examines
the reactions in post-modern and post-colonial thought to
established conceptions of scientific historiography. A main
theme of the book is how historians in the non-Western world not
only adopted or adapted Western ideas, but also explored
different approaches rooted in their own cultures.
Foundations of Confucian Thought-Yuri Pines 2002-01-31 This
ambitious work focuses on the world of Chinese thought during
the two and a half centuries directly preceding and partly
overlapping the time of Confucius. Ideas developed by Chunqiu
statesmen and thinkers formed the intellectual milieu of
Confucius and his disciples and contributed directly to the
intellectual flowering of the Zhanguo (Warring States) era
(453-221 B.C.E.), the formative period of the Chinese intellectual
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tradition. This study is the first attempt to systematically
reconstruct major intellectual trends in pre-Confucian China.
Foundations of Confucian Thought is based on an exploration of
the Zuo zhuan, the largest pre-imperial historical text. Relying on
meticulous textual and linguistic analysis, Yuri Pines argues that
hundreds of the speeches of Chunqiu statesmen recorded in the
Zuo zhuan were not invented by the compiler of the treatise but
reproduced from earlier sources, thus making it an authentic
reflection of the Chunqiu intellectual tradition. By tracing
changes in ideas and concepts throughout the Chunqiu period,
Pines reconstructs the dynamics of contemporary political and
ethical discourse, distilling major intellectual impulses that
Chunqiu thinkers bequeathed to their Zhanguo descendants.
Words Well Put-Graham Sanders 2020-10-26 Many poems in the
Chinese tradition come to us embedded in narratives purporting
to tell the circumstances of their composition and performance.
“Poetic competence” is demonstrated in these narratives through
a person’s ability to influence the attitudes and behavior of others
with poetic discourse. Such competence can be apprehended only
in the context of a narrative, which sets forth a representation of
the conditions of a poem’s production, performance, and
reception. These narratives are not so much faithful historical
records as ideal accounts of the operation of poetry. Such stories
both fulfill and deny wishes for poetry and for the self; it is these
wishes that merit our careful attention. As traced in Words Well
Put, the vision of poetic competence evolved for over a
millennium from calculated performances of inherited words to
sincere passionate outbursts to displays of verbal wit combining
calculation with the appearance of spontaneity. By the seventh
century, calculation, passion, and wit had converged to produce a
multivalent concept of competence as a repertoire of
competencies to use as the occasion demanded. This book tells
the story of the development of poetic competence to uncover the
complexity of the concept and to identify the sources and
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exemplars of that complexity.
The Poetry of He Zhu (1052-1125)-Stuart Howard Sargent 2007
The Northern Song poet He Zhu is best known for his lyrics (ci)
but also produced shi poetry of subtlety, wit, and feeling. This
study examines the latter as a response to the options available to
a late-eleventh century writer in the pentametrical and
heptametrical forms of Ancient Verse, Regulated Verse, and
Quatrains. Numerous comparisons are made with Su Shi, Huang
Tingjian, Du Fu, and other important writers. In a major advance
over previous methodologies, the author uses a clear system of
metrical notation to show how sound patterns reveal the poet's
artistic and emotional intentions. This innovation and the author's
other meticulous explorations of He Zhu's artistry allow us to
experience Chinese poetry as never before. From the reader's
report: "not just an excellent study of an individual poet but also a
model of reading the language of classical Chinese poetry. [..]
opens up a world of interpretive territory heretofore seldom
explored."
Mountain of Fame-John E. Wills Jr. 2012-07-22 Through
biographies of China's most colorful and famous personalities,
John Wills displays the five-thousand-year sweep of Chinese
history from the legendary sage emperors to the tragedy of
Tiananmen Square. This unique introduction to Chinese history
and culture uses more than twenty exemplary lives--biographies
of China's most colorful and famous personalities--including those
of statesmen, philosophers, poets, and rulers, to provide the focus
for accounts of key historical trends and periods. What emerges is
a provocative rendering of China's moral landscape, featuring
characters who have resonated in the historical imagination as
examples of villainy, heroism, wisdom, spiritual vision, political
guile, and complex combinations of all of these. Investigating both
the legends and the facts surrounding these figures, Wills reveals
the intense interest of the Chinese in the brilliance and in the frail
complexities of their heroes. Included, for instance, is a
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description of the frustrations and anxieties of Confucius, who
emerges as a vulnerable human being trying to restore the world
to the virtue and order of the sage kings. Wills recounts and
questions the wonderfully shocking stories about the seventhcentury Empress Wu, an astute ruler and shaper of an
increasingly centralized monarchy, who has since assumed a
prominent position in the Chinese tradition's rich gallery of bad
examples--because she was a woman meddling in politics. The
portrayal of Mao Zedong, which touches upon this leader's earthy
personality and his reckless political visions, demonstrates the
tendency of the Chinese not to divorce ideology from its human
context: Maoism for them is a form of "objective" Marxism,
inseparable from one man's life and leadership. Each of the
twenty chapters provides a many-sided exploration of a "slice" of
Chinese history, engaging the general reader in a deep and
personal encounter with China over the centuries and today. The
biographies repeatedly mirror the moral earnestness of the
Chinese, the great value they place on the ruler-minister
relationship, and their struggles with tensions among practicality,
moral idealism, and personal authenticity. Culminating in a
reflection on China's historical direction in the aftermath of
Tiananmen Square, the biographies show the modern Chinese
still inspired and frustrated by a complex heritage of moral fervor
and political habits and preconceptions. As absorbing as it is wide
ranging, this history is written for the general public curious
about China and for the student beginning to study its rich
cultural heritage. This new edition highlights important figures
that have emerged in China since the book's initial publication
and provides updated suggestions for further reading.
Making Transcendents-Robert Ford Campany 2009-01-01 He
contends, moreover, that many adepts were not socially isolated
at all but were much sought after for their power to heal the sick,
divine the future, and narrate their exotic experiences."
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