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The Counter-Reformation-Anthony D. Wright 2017-09-29 Modern scholarship has effectively
demonstrated that, far from being a knee-jerk reaction to the challenges of Protestantism, the
Catholic Reformation of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries was fuelled primarily by a desire
within the Church to reform its medieval legacy and to re-enthuse its institutions with a sense of
religious zeal. In many ways, both the Protestant and Catholic Reformations were inspired by the
same humanist ideals and though ultimately expressed in different ways, the origins of both
movements can be traced back to the patristic revival of the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries.
Nevertheless, it is undeniable that many contemporaries, and subsequent historians, came to view
the Catholic Reformation as an attempt to challenge the Protestants and to cut the ground from
beneath their feet. In this new revised edition of Dr Wright's groundbreaking study of the CounterReformation, the wide panoply of the Catholic Reformation is spread out and analysed within the
political, religious, philosophical, scientific and cultural context of late medieval and early modern
Europe. In so doing, this book provides a fascinating guide to the many doctrinal and interrelated
social issues involved in the wholesale restructuring of religion that took place both within Western
Europe and overseas.
The Counter-Reformation-Anthony David Wright 1982
The Counter-Reformation-Anthony D. Wright 2017-09-29 Modern scholarship has effectively
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demonstrated that, far from being a knee-jerk reaction to the challenges of Protestantism, the
Catholic Reformation of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries was fuelled primarily by a desire
within the Church to reform its medieval legacy and to re-enthuse its institutions with a sense of
religious zeal. In many ways, both the Protestant and Catholic Reformations were inspired by the
same humanist ideals and though ultimately expressed in different ways, the origins of both
movements can be traced back to the patristic revival of the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries.
Nevertheless, it is undeniable that many contemporaries, and subsequent historians, came to view
the Catholic Reformation as an attempt to challenge the Protestants and to cut the ground from
beneath their feet. In this new revised edition of Dr Wright's groundbreaking study of the CounterReformation, the wide panoply of the Catholic Reformation is spread out and analysed within the
political, religious, philosophical, scientific and cultural context of late medieval and early modern
Europe. In so doing, this book provides a fascinating guide to the many doctrinal and interrelated
social issues involved in the wholesale restructuring of religion that took place both within Western
Europe and overseas.
The Counter-Reformation-Anthony David Wright 2005 In Wright's groundbreaking study of the
Counter-Reformation, the wide panoply of the Catholic Reformation is spread out and analyzed
within the political, religious, philosophical, scientific and cultural context of late medieval and early
modern Europe. For this new edition the main text has been extensively revised and the book also
includes a new preface and a new essay length revised bibliography.
The Counter-Reformation and the Catholic Reformation in Early Modern Europe-Michael A. Mullett
1984
The Counter-Reformation and the people of Catholic Europe-John Bossy 1970
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Health Care and Poor Relief in Counter-Reformation Europe-Jon Arrizabalaga 2005-08-15 The role of
religion was of paramount importance in the change of attitudes and approaches to health care and
charity which took place in the centuries following the Council of Trent. Health Care and Poor Relief
in Counter-Reformation Europe, examines the effects of the Counter-Reformation on health care and
poor relief in Southern Catholic Europe in the period between 1540 and 1700. As well as a
comprehensive introduction discussing issues of the nature of the Catholic or Counter-Reformation
and the welfare provisions of the period, Health Care and Poor Relief sets the period in its social,
economic, religious and ideological context. The book draws on the practices in different localities in
Southern Europe, ranging from the Republic of Venice and the Kingdom of Naples to Germany and
Austria. These examples establish how and why a revitalised and strenghtened post-Tridentine
Catholic church managed to reshape and reinvigorate welfare provisions in Southern Europe.
The Catholic Reformation-Michael Mullett 2002-03-11 The Catholic Reformation provides a
comprehensive history of the 'Counter Reformation in early modern Europe. Starting from the
middle ages, Michael Mullett clearly traces the continuous transformation of the Catholic religion in
its structures, bodies and doctrine. He discusses the gain in momentum of Catholic renewal from the
time of the Council of Trent, and considers the profound effect of the Protestant Reformation in
accelerating its renovation. This book explores how and why the Catholic Reformation occurred,
stressing that moves towards restoration were underway well before the Protestant Reformation.
Michael Mullett also shows the huge impact it had not only on the papacy, Church leaders and
religious ritual and practice, but also on the lives of ordinary people - their culture, arts, attitudes
and relationships. Ranging across the continent, The Catholic Reformation is an indispensable new
survey which provides a wide-ranging overview of the religious, political and cultural history of the
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time.
Confessional Mobility and English Catholics in Counter-Reformation Europe-Liesbeth Corens
2019-02-07 In the wake of England's break with Rome and gradual reformation, English Catholics
took root outside of the country, in Catholic countries across Europe. Their arrival and the
foundation of convents and colleges on the Continent as attracted scholarly attention. However, we
need to understand their impact beyond that initial moment of change. Confessional Mobility,
therefore, looks at the continued presence of English Catholics abroad and how the English Catholic
community was shaped by these cross-Channel connections. Corens proposes a new interpretative
model of 'confessional mobility'. She opens up the debate to include pilgrims, grand tour travellers,
students, and mobile scholars alongside exiles. The diversity of mobility highlights that those abroad
were never cut off or isolated on the Continent. Rather, through correspondence and constant travel,
they created a community without borders. This cross-Channel community was not defined by its
status as victims of persecution, but provided the lifeblood for English Catholics for generations.
Confessional Mobility also incorporates minority Catholics more closely into the history of the
Counter-Reformation. Long side-lined as exceptions to the rule of a hierarchical, triumphant,
territorial Catholic Church, English Catholic have seldom been recognised as an instrumental part in
the wider Counter-Reformation. Attention to movement and mission in the understanding of
Catholics incorporates minority Catholics alongside extra-European missions and reinforces current
moves to decentre Counter-Reformation scholarship.
A Companion to Death, Burial, and Remembrance in Late Medieval and Early Modern Europe,
c.1300-1700-Philip Booth 2020-11-23 This companion volume seeks to trace the development of
ideas relating to death, burial, and the remembrance of the dead in Europe from ca.1300-1700.
the-counter-reformation-catholic-europe-and-the-non-christian-world

4/18

The Counter Reformation Catholic
Europe And The Non Christian World

The Counter Reformation-Arthur Geoffrey Dickens 1969 The reform of the Catholic Church in the
sixteenth century was historically as important as the contemporary Protestant Reformation. Though
never committed solely to fighting Protestantism, it inevitably also became a Counter Reformation,
since it soon faced the threat created by Luther and his successors. The century between the career
of Ignatius Loyola and that of Vincent de Paul became a classic age of Catholicism. The lives of its
saints, popes and secular champions could hardly be made more fascinating by any novelist. While
paying due attention to the great characters, the author also considers the broader political, social
and cultural features of the Counter Reformation. A.G. Dickens is Emeritus Professor of History at
the University of London.
The Counter-Reformation and the Catholic Reformation in Early Modern Europe- 1995
Catholic Reformation in Protestant Britain-Alexandra Walsham 2016-04-15 The survival and revival
of Roman Catholicism in post-Reformation Britain remains the subject of lively debate. This volume
examines key aspects of the evolution and experience of the Catholic communities of these
Protestant kingdoms during the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. Rejecting an earlier
preoccupation with recusants and martyrs, it highlights the importance of those who exhibited
varying degrees of conformity with the ecclesiastical establishment and explores the moral and
political dilemmas that confronted the clergy and laity. It reassesses the significance of the Counter
Reformation mission as an evangelical enterprise; analyses its communication strategies and its
impact on popular piety; and illuminates how Catholic ritual life creatively adapted itself to a climate
of repression. Reacting sharply against the insularity of many previous accounts, this book
investigates developments in the British Isles in relation to wider international initiatives for the
renewal of the Catholic faith in Europe and for its plantation overseas. It emphasises the reciprocal
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interaction between Catholicism and anti-Catholicism throughout the period and casts fresh light on
the nature of interconfessional relations in a pluralistic society. It argues that persecution and
suffering paradoxically both constrained and facilitated the resurgence of the Church of Rome. They
presented challenges and fostered internal frictions, but they also catalysed the process of religious
identity formation and imbued English, Welsh and Scottish Catholicism with peculiar dynamism.
Prefaced by an extensive new historiographical overview, this collection brings together a selection
of Alexandra Walsham's essays written over the last fifteen years, fully revised and updated to
reflect recent research in this flourishing field. Collectively these make a major contribution to our
understanding of minority Catholicism and the Counter Reformation in the era after the Council of
Trent.
The Refashioning of Catholicism, 1450-1700- 2015-12-31
English Convents in Catholic Europe, c.1600–1800-James E. Kelly 2019-12-31 Re-orientates our
understanding of English convents in exile towards Catholic Europe, contextualizing the convents
within the transnational Church.
The Counter-Reformation Prince-Robert Bireley 1990 Bireley explores the anti-Machavellian
tradition of sixteenth- and seventeenth-century Europe and the writers who cultivated it, including
Giovanni Botero and Justus Lipsius. The tradition produced an international political literature that
is immensely important for understanding the Counter-Reformation, Baroque culture, and early
modern politics and diplomacy. Originally published in 1990. A UNC Press Enduring Edition -- UNC
Press Enduring Editions use the latest in digital technology to make available again books from our
distinguished backlist that were previously out of print. These editions are published unaltered from
the original, and are presented in affordable paperback formats, bringing readers both historical and
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cultural value.
Health Care and Poor Relief in Counter-Reformation Europe-Jon Arrizabalaga 1999-01-14 The role of
religion was of paramount importance in the change of attitudes and approaches to health care and
charity which took place in the centuries following the Council of Trent. Health Care and Poor Relief
in Counter-Reformation Europe, examines the effects of the Counter-Reformation on health care and
poor relief in Southern Catholic Europe in the period between 1540 and 1700. As well as a
comprehensive introduction discussing issues of the nature of the Catholic or Counter-Reformation
and the welfare provisions of the period, Health Care and Poor Relief sets the period in its social,
economic, religious and ideological context. The book draws on the practices in different localities in
Southern Europe, ranging from the Republic of Venice and the Kingdom of Naples to Germany and
Austria. These examples establish how and why a revitalised and strenghtened post-Tridentine
Catholic church managed to reshape and reinvigorate welfare provisions in Southern Europe.
The Counter-Reformation-David Luebke 1999-10-29 This book comprises nine key articles on the
Counter-Reformation, introduced and contextualized for the student reader. They show that these
reforms were more than a mere reaction against the Protestant challenge to Catholic doctrine and
institutions, rather, they also constituted an internal renewal that transformed sixteenth- and
seventeenth-century Catholic religious life in many complex ways. The collection surveys the
conceptual and geographical range of work on the subject since 1945, and includes innovative
articles on spirituality, the religious life of ordinary Catholics, the work of missionaries in the New
World, and the changing role of women in Catholic culture. The essays are divided into two groups "Definitions" and "Outcomes" - to illustrate the distinction between reform as a historical idea and as
set of processes. The book provides an ideal starting point for an exploration into key topics of
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debate surrounding this central event of European history.
The Counter Reformation-Marvin R. O'Connell 1974 A competent Catholic scholar carries on an
objective study of the determined efforts of the Catholic Church to reform itself, to stem the
advances of Protestantism, and if possible to recover the lands lost to heresy in the earlier 16th
century.
The Counter-reformation and the Catholic Reformation in Early Modern Europe-Michael Mullett
1995
Sacred Journeys in the Counter-Reformation-Elizabeth C. Tingle 2020-06-08 Sacred Journeys in the
Counter-Reformation examines long-distance pilgrimages to ancient, international shrines in
northwestern Europe in the two centuries after Luther. In this region in the sixteenth and
seventeenth centuries, saints’ cults and pilgrimage were frequently contested, more so than in the
Mediterranean world. France, the Low Countries and the British Isles were places of disputation and
hostility between Protestant and Catholic; sacred landscapes and journeys came under attack and in
some regions, were outlawed by the state. Taking as case studies hugely popular medieval shrines
such as Compostela, the Mont Saint-Michel and Lough Derg, the impact of Protestant criticism and
Catholic revival on shrines, pilgrims’ motives and experiences is examined through life writings,
devotional works and institutional records. The central focus is that of agency in religious change:
what drove spiritual reform and what were its consequences for the ‘ordinary’ Catholic? This is
explored through concepts of the religious self, holy materiality, and sacred space.
The Ashgate Research Companion to the Counter-Reformation-Alexandra Bamji 2016-03-23 'In the
last two decades, the history of the Counter-Reformation has been stretched and re-shaped in
numerous directions. Reflecting the variety and innovation that characterize studies of early modern
the-counter-reformation-catholic-europe-and-the-non-christian-world

8/18

The Counter Reformation Catholic
Europe And The Non Christian World

Catholicism today, this volume incorporates topics as diverse as life cycle and community, science
and the senses, the performing and visual arts, material objects and print culture, war and the state,
sacred landscapes and urban structures. Moreover, it challenges the conventional chronological
parameters of the Counter-Reformation and introduces the reader to the latest research on global
Catholicism. The Ashgate Research Companion to the Counter-Reformation presents a
comprehensive examination of recent scholarship on early modern Catholicism in its many guises. It
examines how the Tridentine reforms inspired conflict and conversion, and evaluates lives and
identities, spirituality, culture and religious change. This wide-ranging and original research guide is
a unique resource for scholars and students of European and transnational history.
Catholic Europe, 1592-1648-Tadhg Ó hAnnracháin 2015-10-15 Catholic Europe, 1592-1648 examines
the processes of Catholic renewal from a unique perspective; rather than concentrating on the much
studied heartlands of Catholic Europe, it focuses primarily on a series of societies on the European
periphery and examines how Catholicism adapted to very different conditions in areas such as
Ireland, Britain, the Netherlands, East-Central Europe, and the Balkans. In certain of these societies,
such as Austria and Bohemia, the Catholic Reformation advanced alongside very rigorous processes
of state coercion. In other Habsburg territories, most notably Royal Hungary, and in Poland, Catholic
monarchs were forced to deploy less confrontational methods, which nevertheless enjoyed
significant measures of success. On the Western fringe of the continent, Catholic renewal recorded
its greatest advances in Ireland but even in the Netherlands it maintained a significant body of
adherents, despite considerable state hostility. In the Balkans, Ó hAnnracháin examines the manner
in which the papacy invested substantially more resources and diplomatic efforts in pursuing
military strategies against the Ottoman Empire than in supporting missionary and educational
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activity. The chronological focus of the book is also unusual because on the peripheries of Europe
the timing of Catholic reform occurred differently. Catholic Europe, 1592-1648 begins with the
pontificate of Clement VIII and, rather than treating religious renewal in the later sixteenth and
seventeenth centuries as essentially a continuation of established patterns of reform, it argues for
the need to understand the contingency of this process and its constant adaptation to contemporary
events and preoccupations.
The European Reformations-Carter Lindberg 2011-09-13 Combining seamless synthesis of original
material with updated scholarship, The European Reformations 2nd edition, provides the most
comprehensive and engaging textbook available on the origins and impacts of Europe's
Reformations - and the consequences that continue to resonate today. A fully revised and
comprehensive edition of this popular introduction to the Reformations of the sixteenth century
Includes new sections on the Catholic Reformation, the Counter Reformation, the role of women, and
the Reformation in Britain Sets the origins of the movements in the context of late medieval social,
economic and religious crises, carefully tracing its trajectories through the different religious groups
Succeeds in weaving together religion, politics, social forces, and the influential personalities of the
time, in to one compelling story Provides a variety of supplementary materials, including end-ofchapter suggestions for further reading, along with maps, illustrations, a glossary, and chronologies
The World of Catholic Renewal, 1540-1770-R. Po-Chia Hsia 2005-05-12 This is an updated synthesis
of the scholarship on the history of Catholicism from the sixteenth to the eighteenth century.
The Counter-Reformation in Central Europe-Regina Pörtner 2001-09-06 This is a detailed and
scholarly account of religious belief and conflict in the strategically important province of Inner
Austria between 1580 and 1630. Regina Pörtner shows how Protestantization in the first half of the
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sixteenth century was linked to communication with the Protestants of the rest of the Empire, and to
the failure of ecclesiastical reform in the church province of Salzburg, of which Styria formed part.
The Protestant success of 1578, however, proved deceptive because it lacked constitutional
substance, and was defended by an inherently weak union of the Inner Austrian estates. Dr Pörtner
analyses the aims, achievements, and shortcomings of the Habsburgs' confessional crusade in
Styria, showing how although the progress of Protestantization was reversed, the CounterReformation left an ambivalent legacy to the modern Austrian state.
Women and the Counter-Reformation in Early Modern Münster-Simone Laqua-O'Donnell 2014-03
The first study of how women from different backgrounds encountered the Counter-Reformation in
early sixteenth-century Münster.
Historical Dictionary of the Reformation and Counter-Reformation-Michael Mullett 2010-04-30
Historical Dictionary of the Reformation and Counter-Reformation provides a comprehensive
account of two chains of events_the Protestant Reformation and the Catholic CounterReformation_that have left an enduring imprint on Europe, America, and the world at large. This is
done through a chronology, a introductory essay, a bibliography, and over 300 cross-referenced
dictionary entries on persons, places, countries, institutions, doctrines, ideas, and events.
The Counter-reformation in Europe-Arthur Robert Pennington 1901
A Companion to the Reformation World-R. Po-chia Hsia 2008-04-15 This volume brings together 29
new essays by leading international scholars, to provide an inclusive overview of recent work in
Reformation history. Presents Catholic Renewal as a continuum of the Protestant Reformation.
Examines Reformation in Eastern and Western Europe, Asia and the Americas. Takes a broad,
inclusive approach – covering both traditional topics and cutting-edge areas of debate.
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The Reformation: A Very Short Introduction-Peter Marshall 2009-10-22 In this Very Short
Introduction, Peter Marshall illuminates the causes and consequences of this pivotal movement in
western Christianity.-publisher description.
The Catholic Reformation-Michael A. Mullett 1999 The Catholic Reformation provides a history of
the Counter-Reformation in early modern Europe. Starting from the Middle Ages, Michael Mullett
traces the continuous transformation of the Catholic religion in its structures, bodies and doctrine.
He discusses the gain in momentum of Catholic renewal from the time of the Council of Trent, and
considers the profound effect of the Protestant Reformation in accelerating its renovation. The book
also examines the Catholic Reformation's huge impact on the papacy, church leaders and religious
ritual and practice, as well as on the lives of ordinary people.
Church and Society in Catholic Europe of the Eighteenth Century-William J. Callahan 1979-07-05 Of
the great European institutions of the Old Regime, the Catholic Church alone survived into the
modern world. The Church that emerged from the period of revolutionary upheaval, which began in
1789, and from the long process of economic and social transformation characteristic of the
nineteenth century, was very different from the great baroque Church that developed following the
Counter-Reformation. These studies of the Church in France, Italy, Spain, Portugal, Germane,
Austria, Hungary and Poland on the eve of an era of revolutionary change assess the still intimate
relationship between religion and society within the traditional European social order of the
eighteenth century. The essays emphasize social function rather than theological controversy, and
examine issues such as the recruitment and role of the clergy, the place of the Church in education
and poor relief', the importance of popular religion, and the evangelization of a largely illiterate
population by the religious orders.
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Trent and All That-John W. O'Malley 2009-06-01 Counter Reformation, Catholic Reformation, the
Baroque Age, the Tridentine Age, the Confessional Age: why does Catholicism in the early modern
era go by so many names? And what political situations, what religious and cultural prejudices in the
nineteenth and twentieth centuries gave rise to this confusion? Taking up these questions, John
O'Malley works out a remarkable guide to the intellectual and historical developments behind the
concepts of Catholic reform, the Counter Reformation, and, in his felicitous term, Early Modern
Catholicism. The result is the single best overview of scholarship on Catholicism in early modern
Europe, delivered in a pithy, lucid, and entertaining style. Although its subject is fundamental to
virtually all other issues relating to sixteenth- and seventeenth-century Europe, there is no other
book like this in any language. More than a historiographical review, Trent and All That makes a
compelling case for subsuming the present confusion of terminology under the concept of Early
Modern Catholicism. The term indicates clearly what this book so eloquently demonstrates: that
Early Modern Catholicism was an aspect of early modern history, which it strongly influenced and by
which it was itself in large measure determined. As a reviewer commented, O'Malley's discussion of
terminology opens up a different way of conceiving of the whole history of Catholicism between the
Reformation and the French Revolution.
Reformation Divided-Eamon Duffy 2017-02-23 Published to mark the 500th anniversary of the events
of 1517, Reformation Divided explores the impact in England of the cataclysmic transformations of
European Christianity in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. The religious revolution initiated
by Martin Luther is usually referred to as 'The Reformation', a tendentious description implying that
the shattering of the medieval religious foundations of Europe was a single process, in which a
defective form of Christianity was replaced by one that was unequivocally benign, 'the midwife of the
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modern world'. The book challenges these assumptions by tracing the ways in which the project of
reforming Christendom from within, initiated by Christian 'humanists' like Erasmus and Thomas
More, broke apart into conflicting and often murderous energies and ideologies, dividing not only
Catholic from Protestant, but creating deep internal rifts within all the churches which emerged
from Europe's religious conflicts. The book is in three parts: In 'Thomas More and Heresy', Duffy
examines how and why England's greatest humanist apparently abandoned the tolerant humanism of
his youthful masterpiece Utopia, and became the bitterest opponent of the early Protestant
movement. 'Counter-Reformation England' explores the ways in which post-Reformation English
Catholics accommodated themselves to a complex new identity as persecuted religious dissidents
within their own country, but in a European context, active participants in the global renewal of the
Catholic Church. The book's final section 'The Godly and the Conversion of England' considers the
ideals and difficulties of radical reformers attempting to transform the conventional Protestantism of
post-Reformation England into something more ardent and committed. In addressing these subjects,
Duffy shines new light on the fratricidal ideological conflicts which lasted for more than a century,
and whose legacy continues to shape the modern world.
Reformations-Carlos M. N. Eire 2016-06-28 This fast-paced survey of Western civilization’s transition
from the Middle Ages to modernity brings that tumultuous period vividly to life. Carlos Eire, popular
professor and gifted writer, chronicles the two-hundred-year era of the Renaissance and
Reformation with particular attention to issues that persist as concerns in the present day. Eire
connects the Protestant and Catholic Reformations in new and profound ways, and he demonstrates
convincingly that this crucial turning point in history not only affected people long gone, but
continues to shape our world and define who we are today. The book focuses on the vast changes
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that took place in Western civilization between 1450 and 1650, from Gutenberg’s printing press and
the subsequent revolution in the spread of ideas to the close of the Thirty Years’ War. Eire devotes
equal attention to the various Protestant traditions and churches as well as to Catholicism,
skepticism, and secularism, and he takes into account the expansion of European culture and
religion into other lands, particularly the Americas and Asia. He also underscores how changes in
religion transformed the Western secular world. A book created with students and nonspecialists in
mind, Reformations is an inspiring, provocative volume for any reader who is curious about the role
of ideas and beliefs in history.
Early Modern English Catholicism-James E. Kelly 2016-11-25 Early Modern English Catholicism:
Identity, Memory and Counter-Reformation is an interdisciplinary collection that brings together
leading scholars in the field to demonstrate the significance of early modern English Catholicism as
a contributor to national and European Counter-Reformation culture.
Reformation- 1855
English Convents in Catholic Europe, c.1600–1800-James E. Kelly 2020-01-02 In 1598, the first
English convent to be founded since the dissolution of the monasteries was established in Brussels,
followed by a further twenty-one foundations, which all self-identified as English institutions in
Catholic Europe. Around four thousand women entered these religious houses over the following two
centuries. This book highlights the significance of the English convents as part of, and contributors
to, national and European Catholic culture. Covering the whole exile period and making extensive
use of rarely consulted archive material, James E. Kelly situates the English Catholic experience
within the wider context of the Catholic Reformation and Catholic Europe. He thus transforms our
understanding of the convents, stressing that they were not isolated but were, in fact, an integral
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part of the transnational Church which transcended national boundaries. The original and immersive
structure takes the reader through the experience of being a nun, from entry into the convent, to
day-to-day life in enclosure, how the enterprise was funded, as well as their wider place within the
Catholic world.
The Wiley-Blackwell Companion to World Christianity-Lamin Sanneh 2016-05-23 The WileyBlackwell Companion to World Christianity presents a collection of essays that explore a range of
topics relating to the rise, spread, and influence of Christianity throughout the world. Features
contributions from renowned scholars of history and religion from around the world Addresses the
origins and global expansion of Christianity over the course of two millennia Covers a wide range of
themes relating to Christianity, including women, worship, sacraments, music, visual arts,
architecture, and many more Explores the development of Christian traditions over the past two
centuries across several continents and the rise in secularization
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